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R.M.S. Titanic and “Honeymoon Cabin” Centennial 
A Once In A Lifetime Event

On a cold, clear April night a century ago, a voice cried out, 
“Iceberg right ahead!”  The R.M.S Titanic, the greatest ocean 
liner ever built, was sailing at full speed toward disaster.

Over the next 2 and 1/2 hours, the elegant new ship sank 
slowly into a calm, frigid North Atlantic while telegraph op-
erators hammered out distress messages and signal rockets 
flew into a moonless night. 

On board, a San Francisco man, Dr. Washington Dodge, 
helped his family into a lifeboat, and a short time later 
found himself adrift in lifeboat 13 as he watched the great 
ship rip itself apart.

Dodge would return to San Francisco and tell a fascinated 
crowd his story. Later, he would seek solitude at West Point 
and build the “Honeymoon Cabin” in 1918.

The Titanic’s story still fascinates us more than a century 
after she went down.

On two nights, Friday and Saturday, May 18 and 19, West 
Point’s next Heritage Night will celebrate the centennial of 
the “Honeymoon Cabin” and present the story of Dr. Wash-
ington Dodge and his harrowing ocean adventure.

HERITAGE NIGHTS 2018
May 18 & 19
Fred Runner

Our special guest will be internationally renowned Titanic 
Historian Ken Marschall, a man fascinated by the Titanic his 
whole life. He’s been down on the crumbling wreck, helped 
James Cameron rebuild the ship for the famed movie and 
known Titanic survivors, including one who shared lifeboat 
13 with Dr. Dodge. Her name was Ruth Becker Blanchard. Ken 
will tell us about their friendship and how they rediscovered 
her personal experiences aboard the great liner.

Guests will enjoy a Titanic-themed dinner created from the 
menus of the Titanic by chef Fran Rondeau. Dinner and wine 
is $45. Edwardian dress is optional. Reservations are neces-
sary. See www.West Point Inn.com

A few overnight accommodations are still available. Please 
contact Fran Rondeau if you’re interested.  Fran Rondeau: 
franrondeau@gmail.com

As a special centennial feature we will auction overnight stays 
in Dr. Dodge’s “Honeymoon Cabin” that feature Titanic-style 
amenities. It starts with chilled Champagne and flutes served 
upon your arrival. Auction will open on eBay in April and close 
May 1. Each overnight will be a separate auction.

We must thank Merri Martori for her generous grant that cov-
ers Ken Marschall’s honoraria, given in memory of the firemen 
of the R.M.S. Titanic.

We look forward to the pleasure of your company.

Because of strict Marin Municipal Water District rules auto-
mobile access is very limited. Most people will need to walk to 
the West Point Inn, a relatively easy two mile hike up the Old 
Stage Road from the Pan Toll Ranger Station. There is a small 
parking fee at Pan Toll.

A group will hike back to Pan Toll following the Heritage Night 
presentation about 9 PM. A twilight sky will help light the way 
but please bring a flashlight.

Please make your reservations early. Heritage Night is a popu-
lar event that sells out quickly.

Heritage Night Schedule (both nights)

Hors d’oeuvres:  5:30 pm
Dinner:  6:00 pm
Show:  7:30 pm
Hikers Depart:  9:00 pm
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